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For those who would become
seers — and who doesn’t want
that? — Arthur Rimbaud recom-
mended “a long, prodigious and

rational disordering of all the
senses.” One way to sample a de-
rangement of ordinary con-
sciousness would be to subject
yourself to Rose Kallal’s “Start
Begin Feel Again,” a four-chan-
nel sound and moving image in-
stallation. In the dark gallery
eerie electronic music accompa-
nies a constantly changing col-
lage of overlapping video projec-
tions on one big wall. There are
linear geometric patterns of
glowing lines; a large, white
spherical object opened like a gi-
ant clam to reveal violently tur-
bulent, milky liquid inside; and
brief segments of a spoken word
performance by the artist and cu-
rator Mark Beasley. Most of what
he says is unintelligible, but some
phrases are clear, like, “One day
you’re going to wake up,” which
suggests that some kind of mysti-
cal illumination may be in store
for the viewer who surrenders to
this hypnotic display.

For live presentations Ms. Kal-
lal uses her preferred medium,
16-millimeter film. That is impor-
tant to know because her works
relate to and in many ways re-
semble those of mid-20th-century
experimental filmmakers like
Jordan Belson and Bruce Conner.
Ms. Kallal’s work is animated by
nostalgia for a time when the ex-
pansion of consciousness by pre-
digital cinematic means prom-
ised truly revolutionary possibili-
ties. She revisits the past to modi-
fy the present and chart a new fu-
ture. KEN JOHNSON



