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The mid-seventies, pre-boom spirit of collaborative, screw-the-market (because there wasn’t

a thriving market), open-minded art is alive and well at Participant Inc., which is so

authentic that it recently lost its space on Rivington Street, thanks to rising rents. It survived

to reinvent itself in a former sex club on East Houston, where its live performances run

toward the proggy folk-rock stylings of My Barbarian or the S&M kabuki of

Lovett/Codagnone. With an open-submissions policy, founder Lia Gangitano likes struggling

artists but is plugged in enough to wangle downtown art-celebrity guest curators such as

Antony (of Antony and the Johnsons).


