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Tabbco !
The Night i*g*7e

September 2B -  i {ovember 2,
Opening Recept i*n:  Sunday,
Gal lery Hours:  Nednesday -

2008
September ZB, 7-9pn
Sunday, noon-7pm

Performances of  The l ( ight ingale
Sterr ing Agcsto Flachado, Brandon 0lson, and Tabbao!
Sur iday, Septemlrer 28" Bpm
Sunday, 0ctcber 12, 7pm

From September 38 -  Ncvember 2,2008, PARTICIPANT INC presents The
Night ingale,  a sclc exhibi t ion by v i  sual  and performir tg art ist  Tebboa!
(Stephen Tashj ieni ,  including paint ings and a new play.  a ls* starr ing Agcsto
Flachado end Brendon 01son. Incorporat ing a myr iad of  inf luences der ived from
Hans Christ ian Andersen's The Night ingaTe (1844),  Tabboo! updates th is icc* ic
tale co*cerning art i f . ic ia l i ty  and authent ic i ty wi th s iEnat*r*  drag gueen
f la i r .  and trensforms PARTICIPANT INC with a theatr ical  instal lat icn for  the
opening of  PARTICIPANT INC's seventh season.

Tabbaol 's instal lat ian includes a ser ies of  new paint ings,  in scme ceses
doubl ing as research far props, costumes, and character studies f*r  f f te
Niqht ingale.  The Chinese f iEure of  death wears whi te.  The Emperor 's houndless
gerden, pdinted frcm Tabboo! 's apartment,  confains black-eyed s*sans and
cactus.  A fascinat io* wi th f igur ines and f lowers,  p0rtrai ture and puppets,
def ines TabboaJ's everyday atmosphere. His encompassing, bi t tersweet ucr ldview
is t ransferred to a stage constructed and dressed for the exhibi t ion,  wi th
performances cccurr ing on opening night,  and again on Sunday,Octaber 12,
20s8.

idhen asked in a 1995 interview with Linda Simpson about his earTy wcrk,
Tahbool  noted: "The subject  matter was drag, glamour" ladjes'shaes, l inger ie,
hairdos, v inyl--same as nokd."  But always to these exuberant themes, Tabboo!
has added def iant  resolve,  f rom poignant t r ibutes to f r iends last  ta AiDS, to
fairy ta les fashioned jnto sophist icated treat ises 0n gentr i f icat icn.  "A
lavish bid to combat sadness,"  as Col l ier  Schorr  descr ibed f loet ing swir ls in
Tabbooi  's  evapcrat ing c i  tyscapes (Art farum, December 1993),  could apt ly
express the cycl ical  sent. iments evoked as Tabboo! as Cher s inging Bcb Dylan
performed in f ront  of  a backdrop based on the 1964 poster:  *Protest  against
the r" is ing t ide of  confcrmity."

Tabboo! (Stephen Tashj ian) has l ' ived and worked in t ' lew York Ci ty 's Louer East
Side for the last  three decades.Original ly f rom Massachusetts,  he met L. ia
Gangitana at  The ICA, Bostcn whi le organjz ing the now legendary Bastor i  School
exhibi t ion in 1995. Tebboo! 's paint ings have been included in other landmark
exhibi t ions such as ldr tnesses: Against  }ur  Vanishing {1989} curafed by l {an
Galdin for  Art ist 's  Space, NY; and The Name of This Sl iow is Nat:  6AY ART NAW
(2006) curated by Jack Pierson fcr  Paul  Kasmin, NY. His col laborat ions wi th
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Flcrk Morr isr*e,  Pat Hearn,  Howand Stern,  Nan Galdin,  $eee-Li te.  a*d the whcie
'80s Pyramidl l { igstcck gang changed the cul ture-- in a gcod w*yl  Tahboal  has
performed at  CBGB's,  Yankee Stadi 'um, Carnegie Hal l ,  and basical iy every l {Y
nightclub/perfcrmdnce space in the last  30 years.  He r ! 'arks in paint ing,
sculpture.  phctography, puppetry,  music,  and theater design. He has heen
photographed by numerous major photographers jncluding Stever i  l4eisel  ,  Steven
Klefn,  Joel  I ' leyerowi l .a,  David Armstrong, Jack Pierson, Ken Regan, Nan Goldin,
l ' lark Morr isroe" Al ice 0 ' l ' la l ley,  Gai l  Thacker,  and Peter Hujar.  Lately,  he is a
ster of  YouTube. His baok Pear l  is  avai lable f rom PowerHouse Bocks.
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PARTICIPANT 1N{ 's exhibi t ians are mede pcssible wi th pub' l ic  funds fram the l , ler+ Y*rk Stete Cou*ci l
on the Arts,  a stdt€ agef i ry.

This program is supported. in part ,  by funds from the New York Ci tg D€part$?€*t  of  f ,u l tural
Affai  rs.

PARTICIPAT'IT I t lC receives lenerous support  f rom the Harr ief t  Ames Chari table Trust ."  Bloomb*rg,
Brown Foundat icn.  Faundat isn 2Q 21, Foundat i0n for Contemporary Arts,  peter l lor t*n Farni ly
Foundat ion,  The Andy Har 'hoi  Foundat ion for the Visual  Arts.  and numerous ind' iv jdu* ls.

PAf iTICIPANT IHC is locdted nt  2 i3 East Houstsn
Lor+er East Side. $ubway: FIV to Second Avenue,

GaI 1 ery Hours:  lded*esday-Sunday. noon -7pm
r.rv+w. pa r t  i  c i  gant i  nc.  crg

Street,  bet$een Ncrfolk and Suffs lk Streets 0n the
Al I  en Street exi  t .


