FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





26 December 2003

Contact: Lia Gangitano, 917 488 0185

CHRYSANNE STATHACOS

biCHANCE

Installation/performance duration: January 9-11, 2004, 12-7pm 

Closing reception and performance: January 11, 7-9pm

From January 9-11, 2003, PARTICIPANT INC will present biCHANCE, an installation and performance by CHRYSANNE STATHACOS. Stathacos will construct a large-scale rose mandala on the floor of the gallery, plucking roses apart petal by petal, and inviting the audience to participate in this process. The mandala will fill the gallery space by the third day. 

The mandala will exist completed for one day. During the final performance on Sunday, January 11, the petals will be swept off the gallery floor, making a rose waterfall and landing on the floor below. At this time, Stathacos will read from her book, 1000+wishes (a compilation of anonymous wishes from The Wish Machine Project) comprised of written and spoken wishes collected from around the world via travel, Internet, fax, and mail. These accumulated wishes link common desires, pain, joy, and hopes in a poetic rant that accents similarities more than differences.

biCHANCE is the third installation/performance of a seven part Rose Mandala series, reflecting the process of time, birth, desire, death, and emptiness that will culminate in a video work, The Roses. The final mandala will be made in Jaipur, India (January 2005) in connection with Nature Morte, New Delhi. The second mandala is currently on view in The Invisible Thread (part of The Buddhism Project) at Snug Harbor Cultural Center, NY.

Stathacos navigates the territory of interactive public artworks and holistic art interventions. Her work is a cross-cultural hybrid within the conceptual framework of a minimal sculptural installation, with structures for the public to use for meditation, protection, and wishing. These works have references to Zen sand gardens (Japan), mounds of prayer stones (Asia, Middle East), flower mandalas (India), prayer flags (Tibet), maypoles (Europe) and wishing trees (everywhere). All cultures have used natural and alchemical elements as a starting point for wishing and praying actions. It is the form and conceptual structure of these actions, unique to each place, that have a significant relationship to contemporary performance and interactive art. These actions reveal our deep interconnection to each other and nature, overcoming barriers of language. 

Chrysanne Stathacos lives and works in New York and Toronto. Her public interactive project, The Wish Machine, has traveled to the Frankfurt Train Station, Germany (2001); Grand Central Station, Creative Time, New York (1997); Natural Reality, The Ludwig Forum Museum, Aachen, Germany (1999); The Anchorage, New York (1997); India International Centre, New Delhi, India (1999); The Power Plant Contemporary Art Gallery, Toronto, Canada (1999); AIDS Worlds, The Centre D'art Contemporain, Geneva (1998) and Centre D'art Contemporain Bellizonna, Switzerland (1998); and Vital Signs,  Concordia University, Montreal (2000). 

PARTICIPANT INC's exhibitions are made possible with public funds from the New York State Council on the Arts, a state agency.

PARTICIPANT INC has received generous support from the Harriett Ames Charitable Trust, The MAT Charitable Foundation, the Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program, The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts and numerous individuals. 

PARTICIPANT INC is located at 95 Rivington Street, between Ludlow and Orchard Streets in the Lower East Side. 

